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PROCEEDINGS,  & c . 


The  Central  Clay"  Committee  of  the  City"  and  County’  of 

New-York,  to  their  kindred  Associations  and  brother 
Whigs  of  the  State  : 

Fellow- Citizens  and  Clay  Whigs  of  the  Stale  of  New-York: — 

The  Central  Clay  Committee  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  for 
them,  in  the  present  state  of  the  politics  of  the  Union,  and  on  the  eve  of  a 
Presidential  campaign,  which  is  certain  to  be  eventful,  and  which,  they 
trust,  will  be  glorious,  to  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  a speedy  and  effi- 
cient organization. 

In  view  of  the  approaching  contest  between  the  two  great  parties,  invol- 
ving as  it  necessarily  must  and  will,  the  final  settlement  of  questions  upon 
which  depends  the  weal  or  woe  of  a nation,  it  would  seem  unnecessary  to 
remind  Whigs  of  the  responsibility  which  rest  upon  them,  and  the  unremit- 
ting exertions,  which  are  due  from  them.  And  if  our  political  brethren  with- 
out the  city  shall  feel  that  our  admonitions  to  them  are  unnecessary,  we  shall, 
if  nothing  else  be  allowed  by  our  appeal,  at  least  show  that  here  the  Whig 
fires  are  rekindled  upon  the  altars  of  1840,  and  burn  with  a brighter  flame, 
and  a heat  more  intense. 

The  Presidential  canvass  of  1840  resulted  in  a popular  judgment  of  con- 
demnation of  Martin  Van  Buren  and  the  only  pretended  affirmative  mea- 
sure of  his  Administration— the  Sub-Treasury.  The  Whig  party  succeeded 
to  power;  and,  in  anticipation  of  the  permanent  settlement  of  our  National 
policy,  the  wise  and  good  of  all  parties  were  rejoicing,  when  by  a dis- 
pensation of  Providence,  which  it  does  not  belong  to  us  to  scrutinize,  the 
lamented  General  Harrison  was  gathered  to  his  fathers.  From  that  period, 
«o  disastrous  to  the  hopes  of  the  Whigs — so  fatal  to  the  interests  of  the 
country — the  Whig  party  have  not  been  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  our  public  affairs.  The  singular  defection  of  John  Tyler— his  unpardon- 
able betrayal  of  the  high  trusts  committed  to  him — his  shameless  profligate 
alliance  with  our  opponents,  and  their  still  more  dishonorable  spoils-loving 
alliance  with  him,  and  the  oft  repeated  interposition  of  his  official  negation 
to  the  laws  passed  by  our  Representatives,  prevented  the  practical  accom- 
plishment of  most  of  our  measures..  But  two  survived  the  unnatural  warfare 
which  the  acting  President  had  waged  upon  them  all;  the  annual  expendi- 
tures of  the  Government  were  reduced  from  $32,000,000  to  about  $l/,000,- 
000 ; and  a Tariff  Bill  was  passed,  the  operation  of  which  bears  daily  testi- 
mony that  the  object  designed  to  secure  abundant  revenue,  and  to  protect 
American  labor  and  industry  against  the  ruinious  competition  of  foreign 
pauper  labor,  has  been  happily  achieved. 
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Not  unfrequently  has  it  been  made  the  cause  of  complaint  by  the  self-styled 
democracy,  that  we  have  failed  to  redeem  the  promises  which  were  made  by 
us  in  1840.  They  first  take  to  their  arms  a traitor,  without  whose  assent  to 
our  measures  their  reduction  to  practice  is  impossible,  and  then  reproach  us 
for  our  want  of  success.  If  they  are  entitled  to  credit  for  sincerity^in  their 
opposition  to  our  principles,  it  would  seem  that  they  should  rather  commend 
U8  than  complain  ; for  by  our  failure  the' country,  except  iil  so  far  as  it  has 
been  affected  by  the  successful  renovating  influence  of  tho*  tariff,  is  left  as 
we  found  it,  and  in  that  condition  they  desire  it  to  remain  ! That  the  judg- 
ment of  the  people  has  not  been  executed  is  evident. , The  reason  of  their 
failure  and  the  causes  which  led  to  it,  ar^now  familiar  l^^story  and  need  not 
be  asserted — it  is  enough  to  know  that  .the  principles  of  1840  are  the  prin- 
ciples of  1844  unchanged  and'unchangeable,  and  slight  indeed  must  be  his 
confidence  in  the  stability  of  the  people,  who  supposes  that  the  voters  wlio 
four  years  past  endorsed  and  adopted  them  by  a majority  unprecedented,  will 
now  before  any  of  them,  except  the  tariff,  have  been  tried  and  without  any 
assignable  cause,  discard  them. 

Such  at  least,  is  not,  nor  has  it  ever  been  the  character  of  the  people  of 
New  York.  The  issues  which  we  have  to  try  in  November,  are  derived 
from,  and  identical  with  those  of  1840.  By  our  verdict  we  are  either  to  sus- 
tain our  character  for  intelligence  and  capacity,  for  self  government,  or  else 
to  stupify  ourselves  by  a disgraceful  condemnation  of  great  principles  and 
measures  of  national  policy,  which  four  years  since  we  boldly  avowed  : and 
the  latter  we  are  supposed  to  do ! 

On  the  one  hand  we  have  presented  to  us  the  principles  which  for  years 
have  been  inscribed  on  theianners  of  the  Whig  hosts  in  bold  and  radiant 
colours.  A tariff  for  revenue  wflth  discrimination,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tection—a sound  national  currency,  covertable  at  all  times  and  places  into 
specie,  at  the  option  of  the  holder  ! The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  among  the  States  ! Strict  accountability  by  public  officers,  and 
economy  in  the  national  expenditures. 

Such  are  our  principles,  and  our  candidate  is  the  impersonation,  the  author 
and  expounder  of  them  all,  who  during  tw^elve  years  of  adversity  and  disas- 
ter, when  to  hope  for  success  seemed  akin  tp  folly,  and  battling  even  to  pre- 
serve political  existence  was  regarded  as  an  effort  of  despair,  stood  manfully 
forth  in  the  front  rank,  erect,  proud  in  conscious  integrity,  the  object  and  the 
aim  of  every  shaft  which  party  malevolence  could  hurl,  who  in  these  dark  hours 
inspired  his  drooping  followers  to  emulate  his  energy  by  “ words  that  burn,” 
and  to  strike  again  and  again  for  their  country.  Who,  when  assailed  by  vi- 
rulence and  abuse,  overwhelmed  by  the  calumny  of  a pensioned  press,  and 
with  a never  failing  confidence  in  the  popular  judgment,  looked  to  the  future 
and  proudly  proclaimed  to  his  revilers  that  Immortal  sentence — “ Truth  is 
omnipotent  and  public  justice  certain.” 

The  returns  of  the  recent  elections  in  our  sister  states  of  Maryland  and 
Connecticut,  furnish  redundant  testimony  of  the  waning  popularity  of  the 
Loco  Foco  party  within  their  borders, — and  the  more  recent  town  elections 
in  our  own  State  clearly  prove,  that  the  “ Empire  ” of  the  Union  has  awak- 
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ed  to  a true  understanding  of  her  interests,  as  well  as  a proper  appreciation 
of  the  claims  of  the  distinguished  advocate  of  those  interests.  And  how 
could  it  be  otherwisa  with  an  intelligent  people  1 The  day  we  trust  and  be- 
lieve has  gone  by,  when  reasoning  and  reasonable  men  can  be  swerved  from 
the  support  of  principle,  and  enrolle^  as  mere  instruments  to  effect  the  ele- 
vation of  greedy  expectants  to  power  and  place  by  any  phrenzied  appeals 
tljat  may  be  made  to  their  party  prejudices,  or  mere  party  names.  Men  do 
not  now  forget  that  they  have  a Country  and  a Constitution,  nor  the  obliga- 
tions which  rest  upon  them  to  provide  for  the  administration  of  the  one,  or 
the  prosperity  of  the  other.  And  it  is  by  your  love  of  principle,  and  your 
veneration  for  your  Country  and  its  Constitution,  that  you  are  invoked  to  or- 
ganize yourselves,  and  put  forth  in  November  next  a united  and  vigorous  de- 
fence of  them  all. 

A large  share  of  this  great  work  falls  necessarily  upon  the  Whigs  of 
New-York,  and  the  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor  are  not  without 
embarrassment.  We  solicit  popular  favor  and  support  for  our  affirmative 
principles  of  national  policy,  and  do  not  now  fear,  as  we  never  have  feared, 
to  avow  them  openly.  But  while  we  do  this,  what  principles,  what  mea- 
sures do  our  political  opponents  propose  as  antagonists  to  them  1 They  are 
opposed  to  a protective  tariff ; they  are  opposed  to  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  ; they  are  opposed  to  a na- 
tional currency  and  the  credit  institutions  of  the  country,  and  desire  the 
whole  revenue  to  be  collected  and  disbursed  in  gold  and  silver.  In  short, 
they  are  opposed  to  every  affirmative  Whig  principle  ; — But  what  are  they 
for  1 If  they  have  any  positive  principles  upon  which  to  administer  the  go- 
vernment, they  do  not  proclaim  them.  Not  only  is  it  true  that  as  a party, 
they  have  no  principles,  no  enlarged  measures  of  national  policy,  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  they  do  not  profess  to  have  any  ! 

Even  the  Sub-Treasury,  and  the  ruinous  doctrine  of  one  sided  free  trade, 
of  which  they  are  the  advocates,  are  not  strictly  affirmative  principles — but 
the  necessary  result  of  their  opposition  to  banks  and  paper  money — and  the 
protection  of  American  labor,  secured  by  the  present  tariff. 

If,  to-day,  the  Whig  party  should  surrender  their  systsm  of  policy,  what 
would  become  of  that  of  the  modern  Democracy  1 It  is  only  by  the  power 
of  the  Whigs,  in  advocating  a set  of  affirmative  measures,  that  the  Loco 
Foco  policy  can  exist.  Conceding,  in  defiance  of  truth,  the  Sub-Treasury 
to  be  a positive  principle,  once  in  possession  of  the  government,  how  would 
they  administer  it!  How  raise  revenue-?  How  much  would  they  expend?  If 
they  should  receive  the  revenue  from  imposts,  would  they  do  so  by  horizontal 
or  discriminating  duties  ? Can  all  these  questions  be  satisfactorily  answer- 
ed by  the  declaration,  “ We  are  for  the  Sub-Treasury  ?”  The  people  have 
answered  this  question  once,  and  will  soon  answer  it  again.  How  palpable 
it  is,  that  they  propose  notching,  &nd  yet  insultingly  call  upon  tlie  people  to 
give  them  power,  and  with  it  a bKnd  confidence,  that  it  will  be  properly  ex- 
ercised  ! The  electors  are  not  likely  to  vole  for  men  merely,  and  men,  too, 
without  measures,  and  to  leave  the  administration  of  the  country,  involvino- 
the  interests  of  17,000,000  of  people,  to  chance,  or,  what  is  worse,  to  Execu- 
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live  wiil.  Tims,  while  we  propose  our  system  of  measures  to  build  up  the 
national  prosperity  and  the  national  character,  we  are  met  by  an  attempt  to 
“ pull  down  ” that  system,  while  they  propose  nothing  as  a substitute. 

Such  then,  and  briefly,  is  the  position  of  the  two  great  parties.  On  the 
one  hand,  there  is  presented  to  the  people  a system  of  measures,  based  upon 
the  Constitution,  and  designed,  in  their  practical  operation,  to  comprehend 
and  promote  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  nation.  They  are  not  the 
suggestions  of  a sectional  feeling  or  a local  interest,  but  constitute  an  en- 
larged, liberal,  and  nationaKpolicy. 

On  the  other  hand,  is  to  be  found  an  inexorable  hostility  to  this  system  ; 
but  no  measures,  no  principles,  unless  it  be  that  the  Sub-Treasury — one- 
sided free  trade — hard  money — anti  credit — State  repudiation — anti  small 
bank  bills  from  our  own  banks? — direct  taxation — and  a levellino',  distrustino-. 
disturbing  anti-American  hostility  between  capital  and  labor,  can  be  digni- 
fied by  the  name  of  principles  ! 

Clat  Cr.UBS  of  the  State  of  New-York — to  confirm  the  nomination,  al- 
ready made  by  the  people,  and  give  it  a formal  and  solemn  expression,  will 
the  Whig  Convention,  in  a few  days,  assemble  in  Baltimore.  Then,  and 
there  too,  will  assemble  the  Whig  Young  .Men’s  National  Convention,  to 
ratify  the  act,  to  mingle  sentiments  with  each  other,  and  to  pledge  themselves 
upon  the  altar  of  their  common  country  to  take  from  that  Convention  the 
Clay  Banner,  and  bear  it  with  a steady  purpose  over  mountain  and  valley, 
until  the  beloved  chief,  whose  ij^ame  is  emblazoned  on  its  folds,  shall  be  plac- 
ed in  the  chair  of  state,  where  once  presided,  in  mature,  wisdom  and  paternal 
love,  the  Father  of  his  Country.  A great  work  devolves  on  you,  in  common 
with  the  Whigs  of  the  Union.  Indeed,  so  efficient,  for  evil  or  for  good,  is 
the  example  of  New-York,  and  such  the' weight  and  authority  of  her  ex- 
pressed political  opinion  with  her  sisters  of  the  Republic,  that  every  town, 
village  and  school  district  in  the  State  should,  without  a moment’s  further 
delay,  form  a Clay  Club,  and  put  forth  their  best  efforts,  as  if  the  decision 
of  the  mighty  contest,  with  its  great  system  of  national  measures,  devolved 
on  each  alone  ! We  know  what  our  brethren  in  the  interior  and  western 
part  of  the  State  can  do,  from  what  they  have  so  often  done.  We  know 
that  the  ^irit  is  in  them — and  that  the  power  is  with  them.  We  claim 
only  and  promise  only  to  do  our  duty,  and  our  whole  duty,  in  common  with 
our  Whig  brethren  of  the  State,  and  all  others  who  prefer  Wij,ig  measures 
to  Loco  Foco  negations,  and  Henry  Clay  to  Martin  Van  Buren.  ^ 

Throw  open  wide  the  portals  of  the  Whig  Temple,  and  invite  all  who  love 
their  country,  and  the  measures  we  advocate,  to  come  within  its  ample  dome. 
Relying  upon  the  earnest  power  of  truth — fearlessly,  frankly,  manfully,  put 
forth  to  the  great  electoral  Jury  of  the  State,  with,  an  efficient  organization 
and  a proper  concert  of  action,  we  cannot,  we  do  not  doubt,  that  the  verdict 
of  the  people,  in  November  next,  will  result  in  a glorious  triumph,  settling  for 
years  to  come  a system  of  measures,  an  hundred  fold  repaying  the  people  for 
all  the  toil  and  sacrifice  in  past  efforts,  as  well  as  for  the  present  campaign  ! 

In  view,  therefore,  of  these  momentous  results,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ef- 
fecting a more  perfect  concert  of  action  between  those  who  are  animated 
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by  a common  spirit,  and  desire  the  election  of  Henry  Clay  to  the  Presiden- 
cy, the  Central  Clay  Committee  of  the  City  of  New-York,  respectfully  but 
earnestly  propose  to  the  Clay  Clubs  and  their  Whig  brethren  of  the  State 
of  New-York,  the  adoption  of  the  following  measures  as  an  incipient  step 
towards  an  efficient  Slate  organization,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State 
Central  Committee. 

1.  We  propose,  and  respectfully  urge,  the  Whigs  at  the  county  seat  of 
every  county  in  the  State,  to  form  where  they  have  not  already  done  so,  a 
Clay  Club,  with  officers  consisting  of  a President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  two 
Secretaries,  a Treasurer,  and  a Corresponding  Committee  ; and  to  take  im- 
mediate measures  for  the  formation  of  an  associate  Clay  Club  in  every  school 
district  of  their  respective  counties. 

2.  We  propose  a State  Convention  to  be  held  at  Utica  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday of  June  next,  and  to  consist  of  one  or  more  officers  from  the  Clay 
Clubs  of  the  whole  State,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  such  measures  as  may 
enable  the  people,  as  a sworn  jury  of  the  State,  to  decide  upon  the  true  issue 
now  submitted  to  them.  This  call  for  a convention  of  the  officers  of  the  Clay 
Clubs — as  well  as  the  time  and  place  of  holding  it — subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  “ State  Central  Committee.” 

3.  We  respectfully  request  the  Clay  Clubs  already  formed,  and  others  as 
soon  as  organized,  to  adopt  and  publish  resolutions  in  sanction  of  the  Conven- 
tion— with  the  names  of  their  Corresponding  Committees — and  forw'ard  a 
copy  to  the  “ Clay  Central  Committee  ” of  this  city.  At  the  same  time  with 
the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  we  earnestly  urge  an  immediate  appeal  to 
Congress,  calling  on  that  body  to  stay  their  proposed  reductions  and  altera- 
tions in  the  present  tariff  bill.  Let  this  memorial  be  signed  by  every  friend 
in  favor  of  protecting  American  labor,  whether  a member  of  the  Club,  a 
Whig  or  otherwise.  The  following  form  of  a memorial  may,  with  fitness, 
be  adopted.  On  this  point  not  a moment  should  be  Ipst. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of , respectfully  represent — that  since  the 

enactment  of  the  existing  tariff,  the  condition  of  the  country  has  been  stead- 
ily and  visibly  improving,  and  is  now  far  better  than,  for  some  time,  before 
the  passage  of  that  law — that  Labor  finds  readier  employment  and  in  the 
average  a better  reward,  while  their  is  on  the  whole  a quicker  demand  and 
a larger  market  for  nearly  all  the  productions  of  our  Home  Industry. 

This  state  of  things  your  memoralists  apprehend  would  be  disastrously 
changed  by  the  passage  of  a bill  to  reduce  and  transform  the  tariff  proposed 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives — 
wherefore  we  earnestly  entreat  you  to  arrest  and  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
same,  or  any  similar  measure,  into  a law. 

With  deep  respect  and  confidence, 

We  remain  your  fellow  citizens. 

4th.  Every  true  Whig,  and  friend  of  the  present  tariff  coming  from  the 
interior  of  the  State  to  our  city,  will  find  the  “ latch  string  hanging  out- 
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side  ” the  “ Central  Clay  Committee  ” Reading  Room,  112  Broadway de- 

signated by  a flag  waving  across  Broadway  by  day,  and  a transparency  by 
night.  Suitable  persons  will  be  in  constant  attendance  at  this  room,  ready 
to  furnish  Documents  for  the  country  at  cost  of  publication,  and  to  give  their 
friends  a welcome.  , 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed,)  ' J.  N,  REYNOLDS, 

President  Cent.  Clay  Committee. 

N.  G.  BRADFORD,  i , 

T.  E.  TOMLINSON,  \ Presidents. 

J0HNT.D0D<iE,>g  . 

J.  1.  Louton.  ) 


iMt.  Ward. 

James  N.  Reynolds, 
Edward  Anthony, 
Alexander  McDougall, 
John  T.  Lorton, 

T.  L.  Carman. 

3nd  'Ward* 

Revo  C.  Hance, 

John  L.  Lefferts, 

James  Kelly, 

E.  T.  Backhouse, 
Heman  W.  Childs, 

3rd  Ward. 

William  Dodge, 

John  F.  Clarkson, 

W,  Runk, 

George  Wetskll, 


4th  Ward. 

James  H.  Braine, 
William  Hall, 
Archibald  Hall, 
Thomas  Bartlett, 
Henry  Topping. 

5th  Ward. 

John  C.  Hamilton, 
William  Adams, 
Henry  B.  Greenwood, 
Mark  Fowler, 

G:  R.  J.  Bowdine, 

6th  Ward. 

Thomas  J.  Doyle, 

John  P.  Ware, 

Talbot  Pirsson, 

Israel  Williams, 

Silas  Chickering. 


Tih  Ward. 

James  R.  Wood, 

Conrad  Sweet, 

Morgan  Morgans,  Jun, 
Robert  McGowan, 
Luther  Richards. 

Sth  Ward. 

William  H.  Sweet, 
William  M.  Stone, 
Henry  Pruden, 

J.  M.  Shaw, 

George  Smith, 

9th  Ward. 

Marshall  O.  Roberts, 
Stephen  Kane, 

S.  S.  Benedict, 

John  McDonald, 

D.  Austin  M&ir,. 

10th  Ward. 

Nathaniel  G.  Bradford, 
Stephen  C.  Bunker, 
Benjamin  Drake, 

John  T.  Dodge, 

Edgar  J.  Oliver, 

Itth  Ward. 

John  McGowan, 

A.  S.  Wood, 

William  C.  Epps, 

S.  V.  French, 

John  A.  Deveau. 

19th  Ward. 

M.  Hopper  Mott, 
Walter  Brady, 
Marcellus  Eells, 
George  W.  Sturges, 

Jordan  Mott. 


13th  Ward. 

Edward  Collin. 

Alfred  W.  White, 
Charles  H.  Giffin, 
Benjamin  Haskell, 
James  Dowd. 

14th  Ward. 

John  T.  Allen, 

D.  W.  Townsend, 

John  Sneckner, 

John  Colvin, 

Isaac  Fryer. 

1 15lh  Ward. 

Henry  E.  Davies, 
Whitfield  Case, 
Richard  H.  Atwill, 
James  S.  Thater, 

Peter  I.  Nevius. 

16th  Ward. 

Charles  Turner, 

James  Nicol, 

Wm,  Stoutenborough, 
Napoleon  B.  Mountfort 
James  Anderson, 

irth  Wavd. 

Theodore  E.  Tomlinson 
John  L.  Lawrence, 

John  Ridley, 

James  Goodman, 

George  W.  Green, 

German  Clnb. 

Philip  Brissell, 

Aaron  Schwarts,  ■ 
Michael  Rupp, 

Anthony  Lambert, 
George  Schw'arts, 


Unionists. 


Alexander  Jackson, 
Silas  Chickerino,  James  B.  Graham, 

S.  J.  Smith,  A.  B.  Vanderzee. 


Delegates  from  the  variousClubs  to  the  Central  Clay  Committee. 
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At  a ineeluig  of  the  Whig  Members  of  the  Legislature,  held 
at  the  Eagle  Tavern  in  Albany,  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  1844, 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  tiie  Whig  Members  of  the  Legislature  now  at  Albany, 
approve  of  the  action  recommended  in  the  Address  of  the  Central  Clay 
Committee  of  tlie  City  of  New- York — the  holding  of  a State  Convention  at 
Utica,  to  be  composed  of  one  or  more  of  the  officers  of  the  several  Clay 
Clubs  througliout  the  State.  , 

Resolved,  That  we  have  witnessed  with  great  satisfaction  the  formation 
and  rapid  increase  of  Clay  Clubs  in  the  several  counties,  cities  and  towns 
of  this  as  well  as  of  other  States  in  the  Union.  That  while  it  is  the  aim  of 
tliese  Associations  to  elevate  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States 
an  eminent  statesman  of  this  republic,  whose  public  and  private  life  has  fur- 
nished evidence  that  he  is  at  all  times  actuated  by  principles  of  the  most 
pure  and  exalted  patriotism,  yet  their  great  and  paramount  object  is  the  per- 
manent establishment  of  those  great  measures  for  which  the  Whigs  of  this 
Union  have  been  so  long  and  so  earnestly  contending.  These  measures 
are  a Tariff  for  revenue,  with  a discrimination  in  favor  of  the  protection  of 
American  Industry  ; the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands 
among  the  States  ; the  election  of  a President  for  one  term  only  ; strict  ac- 
countability of  public  officers,-  and  economy  in  the  national  expenditures. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  officers  of  the  several  Clay  Clubs  through- 
out the  State  have  been  selected  from  among  the  most  active,  upright  and  in- 
— telligent  members  of  the  Whig  party  at  their  several  locations,  the  assembling 
of  a Convention  composed  of  these  gentlemen,  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
changing opinions  with  a view  to  a more  complete  and  efficient  organization 
of  all  the  friends  of  those  great  measures  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  cannot  be  otherwise  than  useful. . 

FREDERICK  F.  BACKUS,  Chairman. 

Ben'j.  F.  Hall,  Secretary. 


The  following  Letter  is  from  the  Whig  Members  of  Congress 
from  this  Stale  in  reference  to  the  Club  Convention : — 

Washington,  April  22, 1844. 

J . N . Reynolds,  Esq.  President  of  the  Central  Clay  Committee,  Neio  York. 

Dear  Sir  : — Tiie  undersigned,  Whig  Members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  New  York,  have  had  their  attention  directed  to  the  patriotic 
Address,  issued  under  your  official  signature,  to  the  Whigs  of  our  State, 
proposing  a more  complete  Political  Organization  of  our  Party  by  the  form- 
ation of  Clay  Clubs  in  every  county  and  in  every  school  district  of  the  State. 
This  object,  we  think,  is  one  which  must  commend  itself  to  every  intelligent 
Whig.  These  patriotic  Associations  are  designed  and  eminently  calculated 
to  diffuse  correct  information,  to  build  up  the  people  in  the  true  Political  faith, 
and  to  rbuse  their  energies  in  the  defence  and  preservation  of  their  just  rights 
and  interests.  While,  however,  we  entertain  these  opinions  we  desire  for 
ourselves,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  State  Central  Committee  for  decison. 
This  is  a matter  affecting  Organization,  and,  as  such,  refers  itself,  we  think, 
appropriately  to  that  Committee.  We  shall  be  quite  content,  as  we  doubt 
not  all  parties  will  be,  with  its  decision  and  action  in  the  premises. 

We  think  it  unnecessary,  if  not  premature,  for  us  to  express  any  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  a State  Convention,  which  is  also  proposed  in  your  Address, 
to  be  composed  e.xclusively  of  the  officers  of  Clay  Clubs  throughout  the 
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State.  Every  movement  of  tliig  sort,  so  important  as  it  miolitbe  on  tlie  effi- 
cienc\%  integrity  and  harmony  of  the  Whig  party,  should  be  deeply  considered 
by  the  State  Central  Committee,  and  adopted  only,  if  at  all,  after  the  most 
mature  deliberation,  and  under  the  best  lights  and  wisdom  on  the  subject 
which  they  can  command. 

We  are,  dear  Sir,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  Yours,  &c. 

D.  D.  BARNARD,  CHAS.  ROGERS, 

J.  PHILIPS  PH'KAIX,  ALBERT  SMITH, 

ASHER  TYLER,  HAMILTON  PISH, 

C.  H.  CARROLL,  THUS.  J.  PATERSON, 

WM.  A.  MOSELEY,  VY.  HUNT. 


The  following  emphalic  approval  of  the  Clay  Club  Conven- 
tion by  the  Stale  Central  Committee,  (who  are  very  properly 
deferred  to  by  the  Whig  Members  of  Congress)  we  have  already 
published,  but  we  gladly  reprint  it  in  this  connexion.  The  res- 
ponse ol  the  Committee  to  the  call  was  prompt  and  hearty  : — 

The  proposed  State  Convention  of  the  Officeks  of  Clay  Clues,  if 
fully  represented,  as  we  doubt  not  it  will  be,  must  exert  a beneficial  influence 
over  the  great  political  conflict  upon  the  result  of  which  depends  the  pros- 
perity of^the  people,  the  stability  of  the  government,  and  the  destiny  of  the 
Republic. 

The  Whig  party  relies  for  its  success  upon  the  diffusion  of  light  and  truth. 
It  appeals  to  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  people.  It  asks  the  Electors 
to  READ,  DIGEST  and  DECIDE  foT  themselves.  To  this  end,  newspapers, 
speeches,  documents  and  tracts  should  have  wiile  and  free  circulation.  This 
duty,  in  the  existing  organization  of  the  party,  devolves  in  a degree  upon 
the  Clay  Clubs.  Hence  the  propriety  and  the  neaessity  of  the  establishment 
of  such  Clubs  in  every  town,  village  and  school  district  in  the  State.  We, 
therefore,  cordially  approve  of  the  contemplated  CLAY  CLUB  STATE 
CONVENTION,  and  earnestly  hope  to  see  it  attended  by  efficient,  workino- 
Whigs  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  Should  this  convention  be  well  attended 
and  result,  as  it  should,  in  a thorough  organizai  ion  of  the  State,  it  will  obvi- 
ate the  necessity  for  calling  the  Nominating  State  Convention  at  as  early  a 
day  as  under  other  circumstances  might  be  deemed  expedient. 

In  view  of  the  high  responsibilities  which  rest  upon  us,  and  of  the  great  tri- 
umph which  promises  to  reward  and  crown  our  efforts,  nothing  need  be  said 
to  animate  Whigs  to  the  discharge  of  their  whole  duty.  We  have,  in  the 
glorious  PAST,  abundant  guarantees  for  a still  more  glorious  future. 

THADDEUS  JOY, 

FRIEND  HUMPHREY, 

JOHN  TOWNSEND, 

JAMES  HORNER, 

J.  PHILIPS  PHO-fNIX, 

SPENCER  KELLOGG, 

DARIUS  PERRIN, 

WILLIAM  KETCHUM 


The  Convention,  was  called  to  order  by  Gen.  Rufus  King  of  Albany,  at 
whose  suggestion.  Rev.  Dr.  Porter  of  Utica  led  in  prayer. 

Mr.  King  tlren  read  from  the  Address  of  the  N.  Y^ork  Central  Clay  Club 
the  call  of  the  Convention,  and  the  approval  of  the  State  Central  Committee, 
♦ which  he  enforced  in  a few  pertinent  remarks,  and  closed  by  proposing  Thos. 

T.  Flagler, .of  Niagara,  as  President  pro  tern,  whicii  was  carried. 

James  Brooks,  of  New  York  was  then  chosen  Secretary  tern. 
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J.  N.  Reynolds,  of  New  Y^ork  then  presented  the  resolutions  of  concur- 
rence in  the  call  of  this  Convention  by  the  Whig  IMembers  of  Congress  Ifom 
this  State,  and  also  by  the  Whig  Members  of  the  Legislature  from  this  State, 
observintr  that  these  commendations,  tiiough  not  necessarv',  were  gratefully 
received,  and  possessed  a double  value  from  the  able  and  faithful  manner  in 
which  those  members  had  discharged  their  duties  during  the  late  session. 

On  motion  of  Victory  Birdseye’ of  Onondaga,  it  was  resolved  that  a 
Committee  of  one  Delegate  from  each  Congressional,  district  be  chosen  to 
select  officers  for  the  permanent  organization  of  this  Convention. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  reported  for  said  Committee  : — 


I.  John  A.  King, 
o 

3.  James  Brooks, 

4.  Stephen  C.  Bunker, 

5.  Ralph  O.  Roberts, 

6.  Albert  Rogers, 

7. 

8.  George  W.  Pine, 

9.  Edward  S.  Saxton, 

10.  Joel  C.  Catlin, 

II.  Edward  O.  Holley, 
12.  Samuel  Kendrick„ 


]3.  Thomas  McElroy, 

14.  Joseph  Potter, 

15. 

16.  S.  H. Johnson, 

17.  Harvey  W Doolittle 
iS.  S.  B.  Seely, 

19.  Randolph  Barnes, 

20.  Spencer  Kellogg, 

21.  G.  W.  Ernest, 

22.  John  Ilarrhs, 

23.  Alfred  Cobb, 

34.  Elihu  L.  Phillips, 


25.  Moselv  Hutchinson, 

26.  S.  H.  Wells, 

27.  S.  D.  Gillman, 

28.  Henry  "Backus, 

29.  Michael  Brooks, 

30.  J.  W.  Davis, 

31.  W.  Douglas, 

32.  Denio  Bowen, 

33.  S.  C.  Holden, 

34.  Solomon  Pannelee, 


On  motion,  the  several  Counties  were  now  called  in  order,  and  the  cre- 
dentials of  Delegates  presented. 

On  motion,  James  C.  Brown  of  Ontario  wate  chosen  an  additional  Secre- 
tary pro  lent. 

On  motion,  J.  N.  Reynolds,  a recess  of  five  minutes  was  now  taken,  to 
enable  the  Deleo-ates  from  each  Congressional  district  to  consult  and  present 
the  name  of  a member  of  the  Committee  to  nominate  officers.  All  the  dis- 
tricts but  three  were  found  to  be  represented,  and  each  presented  a name  for 
the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  H.  Greeley  of  N.  York,  a Committee  of  one  member  from 
each  Senate  district  be  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  report  an  address  to  this 
Convention.  (Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sackett  of  Seneca,  to  include 
Resolutions,  and  adopted.)  The  Committee  was  appointed,  as  follows 


I.  H.  Greeley,  of  N.  Y. 
III.  Geo.  W.  Weed, 

V.  Calvin  B.  Gay, 

VII.  James  C.  Brown, 


II.  Gf.o.  W.  Pine, 

IV.  Donald  M’Intyre, 

VI.  Philander  B.  Prindle, 
VIII.  Geo.  D.vwson. 


Motions  to  adjourn  and  to  take  a recess,  (to  give  time  for  the  Committee 
on  Officers  to  report)  were  now  made,  but  withdrawn,  in  favor  of  J. 
N.  Reynolds,  of  New  York,  who  suggested  that  the  subject  of  organization  _ 
was  the  most  important  before  the  Convention,  and  should  be  so  prepared  as 
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to  be  r^dy  for  defimtive  action  on  the  regular  organization  of  this  Conven- 
tion. He  moved  a Committee  of  one  from  each  Senate  district  be  aopoint- 
ed  to  prepare  a plan  of  Organization  for  the  State,  to  be  submitted 'to  this 
Convention.  Adopted.  _ The  Chair  appointed 


I.  J.  N.  Riynolds, 
III.  Rufus  King, 

V.  Charles  Tract, 
VII.  ‘Wm.  a,  Sackett, 


II.  Alexander  Wilkinson. 
IV.  Hugh  White, 

VI.  William  H.  Kelsey, 
VIII.  Horace  U.  Soper. 


the  President  of,  or  some  delegate  from,  each 
thi^CommiUer^^"^^*^  Convention  be  appointed  advisory  Members  of 

On  motion,  the  Committee  now  took  a recess  till  lialf  past  2 o’clock. 

Half-past  2 P.  Af 

nf  reassembled,  and  Spencer  Kellogg  of  Oneida,  on  behalf 

of  the  Nominating  Committee,  reported  the  following  list  of  officers,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted,  viz  ^ ''men 


Pist. 


For  President. 

JOHN  A.  KIN G,  of  Queens  County, 

For  Vice  Presidents 

I..  . .WILLIAM  H.  SWEET,  y'  DA.NIFL  H I ITTT  v 

r nir.HAnr>  ct'.nc  • .OArsih.L  11.  LITTLE, 


II RICHARD  SEARS, 

HI JOHN  TAYLOR, 

VI LEWIS  AVERILL, 


JAMES  BROOKS,  New.York, 
W.  M.  WATSON,  Rensslaer, 


For  Secretaries, 


VI..  . .PHILANDER  B.  PRINGLE, 
VII..  . .VICTORY  BIRD.SEYE. 

Vni HORACE  U.  SOPER. 


R.  WALKER,  Oueida, 
DENNIS  BROWN,  Erie. 


Mr.  King  being  conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Messrs.  S.  Kell- 
ogg of  Oneida,  and  Kelsey  of  Monroe,  addressed  the  Conven- 
tion in  substance  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  : I appreciate,  as  I trust  becomes  me  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  which  has  been  conferred  upon  me,  by  your  selection  m preside 
over  the  deliberations  of  this  Convention— a Convention  as  remarkable  in  point  of 
time  in  which  it  has  been  called,  and  of  the  intellectual  character  of  the  delegates 

ttfcrirwh-  attained,  and  in  the  importance 

which  the  Whig  party  will  every  where  attribute  to  its  proceedings.  This  Con- 

vention  1ms  been  called  at  the  request  of  the  Clay  Central  Committee  of  the  City 

‘^0  the  duty  required  of  us 

y the  Whig  party  of  this  State— aye,  and  not  only  of  this  State,  but  of  the  whole 
Union_  We  owe  to  that  Committee  our  hearty  thanks,  for  the  patriotism  and 
foresight  which  prompted  their  call.  We  are  met  here,  at  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  campaign,  to  consult  with  each  other,  and  as  the  result  of  our  delibe- 
rations so  to  organize  and  carry  out  the  plans  which  may  be  adopted,  as  shall  ef- 
ectualjy  secure  that  .for  which  we  are  all  contending— the  re-doing  in  1844  of  the 
work  which  was  done  in  1840.  We  fondly  hoped  in  1840  that  vve  had  dtme  the 
work  so^well  that  it  would  have  stood  for  years.  But  death  deprived  us  of  our  dis- 
inguished  leader ; and  the  treachery  ot  him  upon  whom  the  mantle  of  the  depart- 
ed patnot  fell  defeated  those  great  and  sound  measures  for  which  we  had  contend- 
e and  which  a Whig  Congress  would  Have  consummated  but  for  this  treachery 

and  ffie  Whig  party  one  measure,  which  has  redoun<led  to  the  prosperity  and’  im- 
provement of  every  branch  of  industry-TiiE  Tariff  ! The  Tariff-ihat  rrreat 
Whig  mea.sure-has  been  suffered  to  stand  and  to  vindicate  itself  from  the  denun- 
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elation  and  the  forebodings  of  its  enemies.  It  vet  stands,  strenf£thenin<r  with  its 
growth,  until  even  its  adversaries  are  disarmed — until  we  see  a Congress  composed 
of  an  overwhelming  majority  of  those  who  avow  themselves  hostile  to  the  general 
principles  of  a Protective  Tariff,  not  having  the  courage  or  the  ability  successfully 
to  attack  this  great  measure,  so  vital  to  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  country.  In 
that  measure,  so  far,  wc  stand  good.  It  was  all  wc  could  get,  and  from  the  good 
which  the  country  has  experienced  from  this,  we  have  a guarantee  of  what  will 
be  the  favorable  operation  of  all.  To  secure  the  adoption  of  these,  is  now  the 
work  to  be  done.  We  have  presented  as  candidates,  men  identified  with  Whig 
principles  and  policy,  and  in  their  success  w^e  shall  ensure  the  triumph  of  ijiose 
measures  for  which  we  and  they  contend — measures  which,  in  their  practical  results, 
will  elevate  tins  country  to  the  position  which  she  ought  to  occupy,  first  amonfi  ike 
f ree  Twtions  of  the  earth  / Act  well  your  parts.  Act  like  men — like  Whigs,  and  the 
result  of  your  labors  will  be  the  election  of  that  man,  who  is  the  embodiment  of  Whig 
measures  and  Whig  principles,  and  who  is  the  object  of  the  warmest  admiration  of 
the  Whig  party — Henry  Clay.  We  have  nominated  him  for  a post  which  he  will 
honor,  not  only  by  the  ability  and  patriotism  which  will  mark  his  course,  but  by 
the  measures  which  he  will  recommend  and  support  with  zeal,  with  ardor  and  with 
perseverance.  So  far  wc  have  done  our  duty  in  his  nomination.  And  to  aid  and 
assist  him  in  this  work,  we  have  nominated  for  Vice  President  Theodore  Fre- 
LiNHUYSEN.  A man  distinguished,  I had  almost  said,  above  all  others,  for  the  pu- 
rity of  his  private  life ; for  the  purity  of  his  public  character,  and  for  all  those 
mental  and  moral  attributes  which  adorn  the  man  and  the  Christian.  No  nomi- 
nation could  have  drawn  forth  more  hearty  responses — no  men  could  do  more 
honor  to  our  country,  than  those  who  have  been  presented  to  the  American  people 
as  the  personification,  the  living  embodiment  of  our  principles.  Yes,  the  Whigs 
did  their  duty  at  the  Baltimore  Convention.  Of  the  doings  of  the  other  party  I 
will  say  but  little.  It  is  enough  that  they  fSuIed  to  do  what  they  met  to  perform, 
and  that  they  did  that  which  they  had  no  desire  or  intention  to  do.  They  selected 
candidates  as  the  representatives  of  their  principles,  and  have  associated  with  their 
other  measures  a question  which  present  a fearftil  issue  to  the  people  of  this  nation 
— the  annexation  of  Texas  — an  issue  never  before  dreamed  of — which  never 
ought  to  have  been  presented  for  deliberation  and  action,  but  which,  being  pre- 
sented, must  be  met.  Thank  God  ! we  have  a Whig  Senate— a Senate  which  has 
done,  or  shortly  will  do,  its  duty  in  relation  to  this  infamous  Treaty.  I say  infa- 
mous ; it  is  so.  No  term  of  disapprobation  can  be  too  harsh  to  ap[ily  to  such  a 
measure.  It  is  founded  in  fraud,  and  every  thing  connected  with  it  bears  the  im- 
press of  infamy.  The  correspondence  which  preceded  and  accompanied  its  adop- 
tion, will  bear  me  out  in  this  charge.  I say,  without  qualification,  that  no  man 
can  read  the  correspondence  between  the  present  Secretary  of  State  and  Lord  Aber- 
deen without  feeling  and  acknowledging  that  a proud  and  free  people  would  dis- 
honor its  birthright  if  it  should  maintain  the  principles  of  those  leiters.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  issue  here  presented,  we  are  bound,  by  ev^y  hpnoraWe  consideration, 
to  do  our  whole  duty.  We  must  put  forth  all  our  strength.  Because  this  question 
is  calculated  to  give  new  strength  to  our  opponents  at  the  Souih^  it  must  be  met 
and  counteracted  here  at  the  North.  We  must  do  our  duty^Ac/'e,  and  sustain  that 
noble-hearted^Whig  Senate,  which  will  do  its  duty  in  respect  to  this  infamous 
Treaty.  These,  then,  arc  the  two  great  questions-,  the  Tariff  and  the  Annexa- 
tion OF  Teixas,  which  are  uppermost  in  the  public  mihd.  On  both  do  we  stand  as 
one  n^n.  The  broad  principles  of  our  party  all  acknowledge  and  defend,  here 
and  every  where.  We  have  one  leader,  a powerful  champion,  and  able  to  do  good 
service  for  his  country  — able  to  meet  and  cope  successfully  with  his  opponents  on 
both*  these  great  issues.  Our  country  has  vast  resources,  requiring  only  to  be 
brought  forth.  It  is  time  the  policy  of  the  nation,  on  the  question  of  a Tariff  for 
the  protection  of  American  Industry,  should  be  settled.  All  should  feel  that  the 
ground  is  firm  and  strong  beneath  their  feet.  No  party  should  be  permitted,  for  a 
noment,  to  interpo.se  their  destructive  principles  and  measures  between  a free  and 
‘^telligent  community,  and  the  attvrinments  of  those  great  cnd.'^.  for  which  the  na- 
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tion  IS  striving,  Peace,  Pkospf.rity  and  Repose.  Elect  Hen'ry  Clay,  and  these 

ends  will  be  attained,  and  your  fondest  hopes,  your  warmest  anticipations  be  more 
than  realized. 

Gentlemen-  ; Let  us  not  suppose,  because  we  have  now  a work  to  do,  which 
jiatnotism  calls  upon  us  to  perform,  that  when  this  work  is  done  w-e  can  slumber  at 
our  posts.  1 his  is  a Ifusuwss  Convention.  It  is  ours  to  establish  a system  which 
is  to  be  carried  out  in  every  part  of  the  State,  not  only  by  us  who  are  here  asssem- 
bled,  but  by  every  man  who  calls  himself  a Whig.  It  will  be  for  you  to  carry  out 
the  measures  which  you  will  here  adopt,  and  to  accomplish  this  you  must  lend  all 
your  tune  from  this  until  the  election.  That  you  will  do  this  I most  earnestly 
hope  ; that  you  will  havHthe  good  fortune  to  triupmUin  the  coming  contest  I most 
confidentially  believe.  Our  opponents  are  divided  among  themselves.  Thev  arc 
for  and  against  the  Tariff,  the  great  measure  of  the  Whig  party.  We  are  united 
with  ow  set  of  principles,  every  where,  which  should  be  set  forth  in  speeches,  in 
editorials,  or  in  some  other  mode,  before  every  voter  in  the  land.  Such  was  the 
case  in  Tennesee,  where,  from  the  stump,  the  Whig  candidates  avow-ed  and  de- 
fended Whig  principles,  and  they  were  victorious  too  Is  New-York  less  patriotic 
than  Tennessee  ■?  Are  our  people  loss  intelligent  than  her’s  ? Or  have  we  fewer 
interests  at  stake  than  they  I No ! we  have  far  more ; and  remember  that  the 
voice  of  the  Empire  State  is  all  potent  when  she  speaks  in  her  might.  We  speak 
as  a nation,  and  proud  are  we  to  re-commence  this  great  work,  which  will  secure 
peace,  prosperity  and  happiness  to  the  nation  at  large  Look  to  it  Whigs  ! Look 
to  it  Freemen!  The  enemy  is  an  adept  at  deception.  Duty  calls  you  to  the  field  of  **. 
active  strife.  Let  no  man  slumber  at  his  post  or  shrink  from  the  conflict.  Let  us 
go  into  the  struggle,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  TesolV'’.d  upon  victory.  In  conclu- 
sion, gentlemen,  I once  more  thank  you,  humbly  and  heartily,  for  this  high  honor, 
and  I am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  to  discharge  the  duties  here  to 
be  performed.  (Loud,  prolonged  and  enthusiastic  cheering.)” 


Horace  Greeley,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
and  Address,  reported  the  following  ADDRESS,  the  reading  of 
which  was  frequently  interrupted  with  applause. 

Freemen  of  New-  Yark : — 

In  behalf  of  a portion  of  your  fellow  citizens,  associated  in  efforts  to  promote  the 
election  of  Henry  Clay  as  President,  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  as  Vice 
President  of  the  Union,  we  appeal  to  you  for  ardent  and  energetic  co-operation  in 
the  great  work  of  National  beneficence  which  has  called  us  together.  We  shall 
endeavor  to  speak  briefly  and  to  the  purpose. 

We  come  before  you  with  no  hackneyed  appeals  to  bygone  distinctions— no  un- 
worthy attempts  to  perpetuate  the  prejudiees  and  hatr.ids  engendered  by  the  party 
strifes  of  mouldering  generations.  Let  the  dead  bury  the  dead.  We  ask  not 
whether  your  fathers  sympathized  and  struggled  with  Washington,  Marshall  and 
Jay,  or  with  Jefferson,  Madison  and  George  Clinton,  in  political  contests  of  forty 
or  fifty  years  ago.  It  suffices  us  to  know  that  you  earnestly  desire  and  strive  for 
the  well-being  of  your  country,  according  to  the  best  light  afforded  you,  regarding 
the  Past,  only  to  be  guided  by  its  experience  and  warneil  by  its  errors.  We  ask  your 
co-operation,  not  because  the  Whigs  were  once  right,  or  because  you  may  heretofore 
have  voted  with  them — not  because  they  profess  to  be  governed  by  lofty  principles 
and  a generous  devotion  to  Liberty— but  because  their  acts  tend  to  your  benefit 
with  that  of  the  State  and  Nation — because  their  measures  are  right  essentially, 
and  right  7ww. 

What  are  the  principles  and  purposes  which  distinguish  the  Whigs  from  their 
opponents  I They  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows : The  Whigs  contend 
for, 

I.  A Tariff,  which  shall  of  itself  afford  sufficient  Revenue  to  support  the 
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Federal  Government,  economically  administered,  and  pay  off  its  debt ; the  duties 
so  adjusted  and  discriminated  as  to  protect  efficiently  the  productive  labor  of  our 
own  people  against  any  depressing  and  ruinous  foreign  competition  in  the  supply  of 
our  own  markets.  Our  opponents,  as  a party,  oppose  this,  and  insist  that  discrimi- 
nations should  be  made  ^or  Reveime  only,  which  would  require  hicer  duties  on  such 
imported  articles  as  come  in  competition  with  the  products  of  our  own  Industry, 
and  higher  on  such  ns  are  only  produced  abroad. 

II.  A National  Currency,  created  by  the  action  ’of.  Congress,  carefully 
guarded  against  revulsion  and  depreciation,  where  every  man  may  remit  or  receive, 
transfer  or  exchantre,  anv  number  of  dollars,  without  the  risk  and  heavy  cost  of  a 
mail  transportation  of  Specie,  and  without  a depreciation  or  discount. 

III.  A Distribution  of  the  Proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands  equitably  and 
statedly  among  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  so  that  each  may  enjoy  and  realize 
its  rightful  inheritance  in  the  vast  and  fertile  domain,  achieved  by  the  valor 
and  purchased  by  the  treasure  of  our  forefathers,  and  all  together  may  be  en- 
couraged to  provide  for  the  Universal  Education  of  their  \outh,  and  for  the  prose-, 
cution  of  those  beneficient  and  needful  works  of  Internal  Improvement  which  will 
prove  a blessing  to  each  and  to  all. 

IV.  Last  in  order,  but  first  in  importance,  Good  Faith  in  all  national  as  well 
• as  individual  transactions,  and  an  utter  loathing  of  all  Repudiation,  whether  of 

public  debt^  and  obligations,  or  of  our  solemn  treaty  compacts  with  Ibrcign  nations, 
and  with  the  Aborigines  of  our  broad  domain. 

- These  are  the  cardinal  principles  on  which  we  find  ourselves  confronted  and  re- 
sisted by  the  opposing  party,  which,  by  nearly  three  to  one  in  the  House,  and  by 
^ eishicen  to  two  in  the  Senate,  does  its  utmost  to  break  down  the  present  Protective 
tariff,  and  substitute,  a bill  thoroughly  and  avowedly  anti-Protective,  and  which 
has  just  nominated  a determined,  uncompromising  enemy  of  Protection  for  Presi- 
dent; which  every  where  avows  its  deadly  hostility  to  the  Land  Distribution,  and 
its  determination  that  the  Land  Proceeds  shall  continue  to  pour  into  and  be  dis- 
bursed from  the  Federal  Treasury,  so  as  to  induce  constant  oscillation  and  sensible 
depression  in  the  rates  of  duty  imposed  by  the  Tariff ; and  the  vast  patrimony  be- 
queathed to  us  by  our  revolutionary  ancestors,  shall,  year  by  year,  be  expended  on 
objects  of  a temporary  interest,  until  the  whole  shall  have  been  melted  away,  leav- 
ing no  token  of  its  existence  but  the  stigma  which  our  short-sighted  improvidence 
shall  have  lastingly  affixed  to  the  American  name. 

In  regard  to  the  currency,  we  do  not  say  whaFprecise  measure  may  be  necessary 
to  restore  to  the  People  of  this  Union  the  advantages  of  a currency  which  shall  be 
of  uniform  value  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  readily  transmissible  from  any  one 
to  another.  We  do  not  say  what  agency  can  secure  us  against  the  dangers  of 
overissues  of  paper,  w'hich  even  now  appear  to  threaten  us,  in  defiance  of  our  re- 
cent and  terrible  experience.  AVe  do  not  prescribe  to  Congress  the  means  it  shall  em- 
ploy to  attain  the  great  ends  of  national  beneficence  W'e  seek,  W e do  not  doubt  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  instrumentality  employed,  every  avenue  to  corruption  and 
perversion  will  be  carefully  guarded,  and  every  objection  which  experience  may 
have  indicated,  or  a reasonable  hostility  may  suggest,  will  be  fairly  obviated,  and 
very  great  improvements  made  on  any  agency  of  former-times.  But  that,  if  a Pa- 
per  Currency  is  to  be  tolerated  at  all,  it  should  be  practically  am  currency  for  the 
Union,  and  not  twenty  six  varying,  fluctuating,  inconvertible  currencies,  governed 
in  volume  and  character  by  local  interests  and  local  caprices  ; that  it  shall  be  con- 
trolled, watched  over  and  guarded  by  Congress;  and  that  the  President  shall  aid 
by  his  suggestions  and  co-operate  with  the  action  ot  Congress  in  creating  and  se- 
curing such  a currency — not  thwart,  embarrass  and  defeat  such  action — we  hold 
to  be  the  dictate  of  sound  principles,  of  enlightened  policy,  and  of  patriotic  duty. 

In  opposition  to  the  Whig  policy  in  regard  to  the  currency,  what  is  proposed  to 
youl  What  advantage  for  the  present!  What  security  for  thelutnrel  Does 
the  policy  of  our  opponents  even  admit  the  usefulness  of  a cuneiicy  which  oliall  be 
of  the  same  '’alue  to  the  man  wffio  encloses  it  at  Portsmouth  and  him  who  by  mail 
receives  it  at  Du  Buque  or  Galena  ? to  him  who  sends  it  from  Now  A ork  to  is- 
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cousin  to  imy  lands,  and  him  who  remits  it  from  Wisconsin  to  New- York  to  buy 
goods  1 Do  they  propose  any  safeguard  against  excesses  in  Paper  Issues  or  sud- 
den rontractions  in  the  circulating  medium  '?  It  we.  admit  that  the  best  eflorts  to 
secure  or  preserve  a public  good  may  sometintes  fall,  is  it  not  certain^^that  an  utter 
absence  of  effort— a denial  of  even  the  duty  to  make  any  effort— must  be  far  more 
frequently  and  widely  disasterous  1 How  can  you  expect  that  they  will  do  any 
-rood  who  frankly  tell  you  that  they  consider  it  wrong  to  do  any  thingfat  all  I 

But  the  Sub-Treasury  is  unburied  by  the,  late  Polk  Convention  at  Baltimore, 
and  wo  are  told  by  its  resolutions  that  “ the  separation  of  the  moneys  of  the  go- 
vernment from  Banking  institutions  is  indispensable  for  the  safety  of  the  funds  of 
the  government  and  the  rights  of  the  people.”  Now  it  is  a very  short  answer  to 
this  sophism  that  its  authors  and  advocates  are  careful  not  to  reduce  it  to  practice  v:herc 
tlu-v  havefuU  power.  Most  nnanifestly,  if  this  “separation”  is  so  “ indispensable’ 
withrmrardto  the  funds  and  functionary  of  the  Government,  it  is  equally 

so  with'regard  to  those  of  the  State  Governments.  Why,  then,  do  not  these  politicians 
put  their  principles'in  practice  in  those  seventeen  or  eighteen  States  in  which  they 
liavc  been  in  power  the  past  yciy- 1 Time  alter  time  has  the  gross  inconsistency  of 
their  practice,  with  their  profossioijs,  been  pre.ssed  upon  their  notice ; again  and 
again  have  they  been  urged  to  give  some  reason,  or  at  least  some  excuse  for  not  mere- 
ly depositing  with  and  borrowing  from,  but  largely  lending  to  our  State  Banks,  and 
in  every  way  complicating  and  interweaving  our  State  Finances  with  the  fortunes 
of  tho.se  Banks,  while  they  are  so  vociferous  for  a “ divorce  of  Bank  and  State,  but 
not  a word  of  reason  or  apology^do  they  ofler ! Is  not  this  silence  their  self-con- 
demnation I Does  it  not  betray  even  conviction  that  the  cry  of  “ divorce” 

is  but  a trap  for  the  uninformed  and  unwary  I And  how  dare  they  talk  of  the  safety 
of  the  funds  of  the  government  ” being  promoti?d-hy  their  scheme,  when  it  is  on  record 
that  not  a dollar  of  the  four  hundred  millions  deposited  through  forty  years  in  two 
National  Banks  was  ever  lost,  while  scores  of  individual  depositors  proved  de- 
faulters under  their  own  rule,  and  all  the  bars  and  bolts  of  a well-manned  and 
costly  Sub-Treasury  could  not  prevent  their  last  Collector  at  New-\  ork  from  ab- 
sorbing over  J?200,000  of  the  Public  Treasure,  in  addition  to  the  princely  income 

allowed  him  by  law  1 . , , • 

On  the  old  issues  of  1840,  then,  fellow-citizens,  we  are  ready  and  anxious  to 

meet  our  opponents.  Let  them  deny  and  misrepresent  the  Whig  Tariff;  let  them 
rail  arrainst  the  policy  of  securing  to  New-York  her  just  and  equal  share  of  the 
Public  Land  proceeds,  which  would  largely  aid  her  to  complete  her  unfinished 
Works  and  dispense  with  her  Direct  T ax  ; let  them  distort  and  bewilder  the  cur- 
rency question  as  they  may,  we  are  confident  that  a struggle  like  that  of  1840 

would  result  in  a similar  Whig  triumph.  i /• 

But  such  a contest  is  not  allowed  us.  Our  opponents,  dreading  defeat  on  the 
broad  National  grounds  on  which  they  were  so  decidedly  beaten  before,  have  in- 
troduced a new  and  exciting  sectional  question  ; they  have  disgraced  and  ostracised 
their  late  leader.  Van  Buren,  and  chosen  one  in  his  stead  of  more  slender  ability 
and  humbler  reputation,  whose  chief  recommendation  to  his  siipjiorters  is  his  advo- 
cacy of  the  immediate  Annexation  of  Texas  to  this  Country,  in  palpable  disregard 
of  the  Federal  Constitution— in  open  violation  of  our  Treaties  with  a friendly 
Foreign  Power — in  utter  contempt  of  the  outraged  sentiment  of  the  civilized  world 
and  under  circumstances  which  not  we  only,  but  Messrs.  \an  Buren  and  Ben- 
ton, the  late  chiefs  of  the  adverse  hosts,  declare  in  eftect,  must  involve  us  in  the 
deep  guilt  of  perfidy,  rapacity  ahd  aggression,  and  in  the  horrors  of  unjust  and  in- 
terminable war. 

Fellow-Citizens ! do  not  imagine  that  you  can  evade  the  responsibility  to  God 
and  your  Country,  of  the  course  you  shall  pursue  in  relation  to  this  rnattcr.  Every 
man  of  you  who  votes  for  Polk  and  Dallas,  both  early  and  unqualified  champions 
of  Immediate  Annexation,  votes  to  precipitate  the  Union  into  an  unjust,  perfidious, 
and  nefarious  war  on  Mexico,  in  which  the  sympathies  of  all  nations  from  the  out- 
set and  very  probably  the  arms  of  some  of  them  in  the  event,  will  be  arrayed  on 
the’  side  of  the  injured  Nation.  But,  even  apart  from  this,  let  us  not  vainly  ima- 


gine that,  because  no  national  calamity  has  as  yei  palpably  connected  itself  with 
r«ir  perfidious  robbery  and  exile  of  unresisting  Indian  tribes,  wc  may  go  on  perpe- 
tratimf  suoli  wrongs  to  infinity. 

Count  the  probable  cost,  we  entreat  you,  of  u war  a thousand  miles  trom  our  re- 
.sources,  and  do  not  for, gel  that  in  this  contest  the  God  of  .lustice  must  j#  on  the 
side  of"  our  adversaries.  And  let  none  deceive  you  with  the  lying  pretence  that 
\wa.T  iiii'j'ht  not  ensue — the  war  alrcadu  c.ri.itr  between  Mexico  and  i exas,  and  our 
absorption  of  the  latter  country  would  inevitably  and  at  once  make  us  a ]iarty  to 
tlnat  war.  b'or  proof  of  this,  if  any  bo  needed,  wc  refer  you  to  the  bargain  of  Tyler 
and  Calhoun  to  assume  (he  defence  of  Texas  e\en  before  the  yeaty  should  be  rati- 
fied, to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  the  speech  of  l .'ol.  Benton. 

And  then  the  debt  of  Texas — does  any  one  pretend  to  know  the  amount  I The 
aovcnmnit  of  that  Countnj  docs  not,  having  issued  stock  without  keeping  any  ac- 
count «f  it,  and  taking  no  care  beyond  converting  it  into  available  means  at  any 
conceivable  discount,  though  bearing  an  interest  of  10  per  cent.  All  the.«e  stocks 
must  be  redeemed  ; the  long  unpaid  soldiers  and  sailors  of  Texas,  must  be  satisfied 
— and  paid  from  your  sweat  and  toil  if  Texas  Is  annexed  to  this  country', 
the  finesse  of  pretending,  by  the  Treaty  of  Annexation,  to  limit  the  debt  of  Tex'as, 
which  we  should  pay,  to  ten  million  of  dollars  ; we  must  pay  to  the  uttermost  far- 
thing if  we  take  her  at  all.  The  moment  her  National  existence  is  merged  in  Biat 
of  this  country,  her  debts  will  be  our  debts,  and  we  cannot  re|<udiute^  them.  Her 
creditors  will  take  the  ten  millons  very  readily,  and  immediately  petition  Congress 
for  the  balance  of  their  claims,  and  we  cannot  honestly  refuse  to  yay  them.  And 
all  this  time,  of  the  land  of  Texas,  almost  every  fertile  acre  which  is  not  possessed 
and  formidably  maintained  by  the  warlike  Indians  of  that  region,  has  already  been 
granted  away  in  principalities  to  speculators,  whom  Annexation  will  boundlessly 

enrich  at  the  expense  ot  your  unpaid  toil. 

And  for  what  is  this  measure  of  Annexation  thrust  upon  us  1 Do  wc  need 
more  land  1 Arc  we  likely  to  gain  in  wealth,  in  strength,  in  character,  by  so  dear- 
ly purchasincr  Texas  1 Surely  not.  VV  hat  then  is  the  motive  1 The  answer  ol 
the  advocati^s  of  Annexation  is,  Slavenj.  Slavery  in  Texas,  they  say,  (h'l^Ply. 
we  know,  by  indisputable  evidence,)  is  in  danger  from  the  machinations  of  Eng- 
land, and  we  must  take  that  country  to  prevent  the  emancipation  of  its  bondmen. 
But  if  this  pretext  were  real,  what  right  have  Messrs.  Tyler,  Polk  & Co^to  in- 
volve the  Union  in  an  unjust  contest  for  the  perp-  tration  of  slavery  m a foreip 
nation  I Slavery  in  our  country  is  a local  regulation  ; we  of  the  North  disclaim 
and  reject  it ; why  shall  we  be  compelled  to  pour  out  our  blood  and  treasure  to  sus- 
tain it  in  other  lands  I We  appeal  to  the  Constitution,  and  will  not  be  dragged 
beyond  it ! All  that  our  fathers  covenanted  with  the  South  in  relation  to  Slavery 
we  will  faithfully  perform- nothing  more.  We  disclaim  all  right  to  interfere  with 
the  domestic  policy  of  our  sister  States;  we  will  be  faithful  to  our  bond;  but  to 
ask  us  to  adopt  a Foreign  Nation,  a Foreign  Debt,  a Foreign  Y\  ar,  to  uphold  Sla- 
very in  another  country,  lest  its  abolition  there  should  aflect  its  security  here,  is 

asking  too  much. 

This  incessant  clamor  ajjput  Foreign  interference;  this  diseased  sensitiveness  to 
the  opinions  of  Europe ; this  eternal  outcry  that  we  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  wiles 
of  Great  Britiain,  is  an-exhibition  of  cowardice  that  every  sensible  American 
should  condemn  and  despise.  If  England  should  ever  assail  the  South  or  any 
other  sectibn  of  our  country,  we  arc  ready  to  meet  her  and  defend  our  iret  ircn  so 
' assailed  ; but  to  be  eternall’v  suspecting  and  accusing  her  without  evidence,  ot  en- 
signs she  utterly  disclaims,  and  thereupon  plunge  ourselves  into  acts  ot  rapaci  > 
and  aggression.  This  wc  are  utterly  averse  to.  i.  in 

But  in  truth  there  is  no  thought  of  Foreign  interference  to  abolish -lav  er> 

Texas,  and  no  danger  of  any  crusade  thence  against  the  Slavery  ot  the  &ou  . 
The  whole  plot  is  the  contrivance  of  selfish,  designing  politicians,  and  ot  grasping 
needy  speculators,  anxious  to  turn  their  Texas  bonds,  coasting  dimes,  uito  so  manj 
dollars,  or  to  sell  their  immense  grants,  which  cost  them  little  or  not  mg,  a i e 
ral  prices.  They  can  well  aflbrd  to  spend  or  promise  iiiillions  to  influence  his 
contest;  but  those  milUons  will  ultimately  he  paid  from  your  toil.  Act  WLsei>, 
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earnestly,  speedily,  then,  Freemen!  as  becomes  enlightened  lovers  of  Justice,  of 
Freedom,.^ and  of  Humanity  ! 

Ol’  the  rival  candidates  ])rcscnted  for  your  sufirarreswe  have  not  spoken — need 
we  speak  There  is  none  among  you  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  something 
of  Henry  Clay;  there  can  be  hardly  one  so  blinded  by  passion  and  prejudice 
as  not  to  regard  him  with  something  of  manly  pride  as  a fellow-citizen.  The 
trumpet  tones  of  his  impassioned  eloquence,  pleading  the  cause  of  oppressed  and 
suffering  humanity,  have  swept  across  (he  hills  of  Greece,  in  the  hours  of  her 
deepest  anguish  and  desolation,  and  at  their  sound,  the  despairing  widow  by 
the  tomb  of  her  martyred  husband,  has  dried  her  tears,  and  dreamed  of  a future, 
glad  with  the  sunlight  of  glory  and  freedom!  His  burning  words  in  behalf  of 
South  American  Independence  from  Colonial  vassalanro,  havinn-  been  read  at  the 
head  of  the  armies  of  Bolivar,  cheering  the  hearts  and  nerving  the  arms  of  those 
who  fought  to  deliver  a Continent  from  its  long  night  of  misrule  and  devastation, 
and  restore  to  it  the  gladdening  airs  of  Liberty  ! 

Believe  all  you  do  not  know  to  be  false  of  the  slander  now  so  profusely  heaped 
upon  his  head  by  those  cabals  he  has  not  stooped  to  flatter,  or  aided  to  plunder, 
and  there  will  still  remain  enough  of  the  lofty  and  the  noble  in  his  character,  to 
secure  the  admiration  of  every  generous  heart.  That  his  life  has  been  faultless, 
his  judgment  infallible,  we  do  not  pretend  : let  him  who  has  never  erred  condemn 
him  ; let  him  who  is  more  beloved  and  esteemed  l>y  his  neighbors  and  townsmen, 
attempt  to  blacken  the  name  of  HLNRY  CLAY.  Of  Theodore  Frellnuuysen 
we  need  not  speak;  his  praise  is  on  all  truthful  lijis,  and  even  slander’s  tongue 
recoils  from  the  hopeless  task  of  defaming  Am/  These  are  the  men,  fellow  citi- 
zens, whom  we  solicit  your  aid  in  electing  as  President  and  Vice  President.  Op- 
posed to  them  are  Jim^s  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  and  George  M.  Dallas,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Choose  ye  between  them  ! 

The  address  was  unanimously  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  Organization  being  called,  Mr.  Reynolds  stated  that 
this  Committee  was  not  yet  ready.  On  motion,  the  Committee  was  author- 
ized to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  Convention. 

George  Dawson  of  Rochester,  being  now  loudly  called  for,  appeared  and 
ably  addressed  the  Convention. 

Hon.  Joshua  A.  Spencer  of  Utica,  being  nmognized  in  the  Convention, 
was  universally  requested  to  speak.  He  promptly  took  the  stand,  in  advo- 
cacy of  all  the  distinctive  principles  and  measures  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
in  condemnation  of  the  Texas  conspiracy.  He  earnestly  called  on  the 
Whigs  to  stand  by  the  tariff,  the  mainspring  and  shield  of  our  national  pros- 
perity. 

James  Brooks  of  N.  York,  responding  to  a general  call,  next  admirably 
reported  the  discord  and  fury  of  the  rival  Loco~P"oco  factions  in  their  late 
Converitioii*at  Baltimore,  as  witnessed  by  him.  He  had  seen  them  threaten 
and  shake  their  fists  at  each  other;  he  had  heard  them  declare  that  Ohio 
would  go  against  them  if  Van  Buren  was  dropped — that  New  York  would 
go  against  them,  &c.,  &c. — and  he  heartily  responded  to  those  declarations. 
They  had,  by  selecting  Polk,  virtually  given  up  the  contest.  They  have  ad- 
journed their  contest  to  1848,  leaving  to  us  the  victory  of  1844.  That  vic- 
tory it  is  ours  to  secure.  The  farmer  knows  that  a terlile  soil  and  a favora- 
ble  season  are  nothing  without  the  sturdy  arm  of  the  laborer.  Let  us  deserve 
the  victory  and  secure  it ! 

Wm.  H.  Bogart,  of  Tthica  was  now  called  up,  and  made  a capital  appeal 
in  review  of  the  topics  of  the  day.  He  closed  with  a zealous  appeal  to  the 
Young  Men  of  New  York  to  secure  their  full  share  of  the  glory  of  the 
Whig  triumph  of  1844. 

It  being  now  announced  that  the  Committee  on  Organization  would  report 
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in  a few  niiiiute.s  the  Convention  was  entertained  (as  it  had  been  between 
each  two  of  the  speeches)  with  a Whig  Song.  iit-'-'vten 

interspersed  songs,  from  Mr.  Collin,  of 
Aew  \ ork  and  rom  tl.e  ith.ca  Clay  Glee  Club,  admirablv  e.xecuted,  and  re- 
teived  with  much  satisfaction  by  tlie  audience. 

The  Committee  on  Organization,  through  J.  N.  Reynolds,  reported  a plan 
upon  which  they  had  unanimously  agreed,  which  is  as  follows  ^ 

Plan  for  a State  Organization. 

Resolved,  That  a Central  Clay  Committtee  to  consist  of  three  members, 
be  located  at  some  central  point  in  each  county,  be  appointed  by  this  Conven- 
tion, vyjose  duty  It  shall  be  to  take  cliarge  of  the  business  of  organizing  such 

^ V.I  LI  [ J L V » 

Resolved,  That  it  bo  recommended  to  each  Committee  to  take  prompt  and 

efficient  measures  for  establishing  Clay  Clubs  in  each  town  or  election  district 
of  iheir  respective  counties. 

Resolved,  Thar,  n shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clubs  so  formed,  to  take  immedi- 
ate  steps  tor  thoroughly  organizing  each  election  or  school  district  within 
their  respect iye  jiiri.‘.diction.=,  by  preparing  full  and  accurate  lists  of  lUe 
voters,  in  each  district,  enumerating  those  who  are  Whigs,  those  who  are 
Locofocos  and  th.;se  who  are  doubtful,  in  separate  columns,  and  that  they 

shall  transmit  copies  of  such  lists  to  the  Central  Committees  in  their  resoec- 
live  counties.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  lists  so  made  out  shall  bo  digested  by  the  Central 
Gommittees  in  each  county  and  the  result.s  transmiited  witiiout  delay  to  a 
btate  Central  Clay  Commi'fee,  located  at  Albany,  and  to  be  composed  of  the 
Allowing  persons  ],s  Had,  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  John  T.  Hall,  Rufus  King, 
George  W.  Weed,  I homas  McElroy,  Samuel  N.  Page,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Central  Clay  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  of  one  from  each  .Senate  district,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  officers  of  the  Central  Ckiy  Committee  of  the  city  of  New  York 
and  the  State  Central  Clay  Committee  at  Albany,  be  appointed,  whose  duty 
It  slial)  be  to  prepare.two  suitable  banners,  one  to  be  presented  to  that  coun- 
ty of  the  State,  at  the  ensuing  Presidential  election,  whicli  shall  show  ihe 
greatest  personal  improvement  on  the  vote  of  1840,  and  the  other  to  that 
county  vyhich  shall  give  the  largest  Whig  xMajority— and  that  the  following 
persons  be  such  benatori;il  Commiitee.  ^ 

1st  district,  J.  D.  P.  Ogden  ; 2d,  William  C.  Hasbrouck  ;3d,  John  T Hall  • 
4lh,  Lebbens  Booth  ; 5th,  Spencer  Kellogg  ; 6lh,  John  Youni^  : 7th,  E w’ 
Leven worth  ; 8th,  Peter  B.  Porter.  “ 

of  several  County  Committees  and  town 
Clay  Clubs  proposed  to  be  formed,  to  take  all  practicable  measures  to  carry 
out  and  perfect  their  systems  of  organization,  circulate  political  documents, 
call  public  meetings,  procure  competent  speakens,  and  to  adopt  all  oth.’r  ne- 
cessary  means  to  arouse  public  aitention».  and  call  out  the  full  vote  of  the 
Slate  at  the  approaching  election. 

Resolved,  finally,  That  relying  upon  the  power  of  Truth  and  Fair  Argu- 
ment, we  hereby  recommend  to  the  Whigs  of  the  State  to  assemble  as  often 
as  practicable  in  mass  meetings  for  the  considi-ra'ion  and  discussion  of  the 
principles  and  measures  now  presented  for  the  verdict  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  that  we  hereby  cordially  tender  to  our  opponents  an  invitation  to 
assemble  with  us  on  all  such  occasions. 

The  Report  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  Convention,  at  6 o’clock 
P.  r.I.,  took  a recess  till  7 P.  M. 


20 


At  T P.  M.,  the  Chair  was  taken  by  the  President. 

The  names  of  the  Central  Clay  Committees  for  each  county  were  presented 
by  the  delegates  from  each  county. 

County  Central  Clay  Committees. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  County  Central  Clay  Committees,  appointed 
by  the  Clay  Club  Slate  Convrntion,  at  Utica,  - une  5,  1844,  witli  their  Post- 

Office  addresses : — 

Albany — The  Central  Cla}' Comuiittoc.  4i-  •'  i »• 

4/Ze -an V- Laurens  Hall,  Charles  Hontremon!,  \ olney  Aluriu-e, 

J3roamc-Levi  Dmuck,  Robert  Kldnd-e,  F.  D.  1^-nmmun,  Linghampton. 

CattarauiTUs — 


Cnyirriu-^iohn  P.  Hulburi,  James  C.  Derby, . acob  Iv  Ilou-, 
aumlaitc/ue-CUiuwcey  Tucker,  Fnduvu,  ■ F.  I .1.  In-ersoll,  L csftuld. 
Chemun?-^.  S.  Decker,  M.  T.  Bevelenck,  Jas.  Dunn,  narana  _ 

C7icjk/«-o— Philander  15.  Pringle,  .Alfred  Pineiy,  Uais.  A.  Hiorpe,  Ao)  wuh. 

Sm6^-AIatbcw  Mi-eliell,  Joshua  T.  tVatennan,  M.-irtiu  Pechtell,  mdson. 
Curtland — Hanison  C.  Conger,  Guicon  C.  liabcock,  Cortlandi  ille.  \\  ilhain  An- 
drews, Homer, 

DSels^obert  Wilkinson,  Isaac  Platt,  Poaghkeepde.  R.  G.  Rankin,  Fhh- 

C.  Ilawlcv,  Noah  V Sprague.  Der.n.s  150^611. 

Essex^K.  F.  Wiliiann;;  Oriumio  Kellogg,  Henry  isobie,  Lli^abethtoi^n. 

Fu7ou-George  Yost,  Cliarles  .S,  Lobclell,  D AlRntyre  J-o/insfmrtt. 

6^erjesee— John  H.  3Iarfnnlale,  Timothy  titch,  ^etu  VVabema.ii, 

Gree/ie— David  G.  Abeel,  Ira  Duhois,  Jacoo  \an  Orden,  Lats/ulL 

WfirA-imer— Jtinics  N.  Harlier,  Little  Falls.^  Jured  b.  MosPj  Herfumer.  .I'scoh 

Dievendorf,  HerAunt'/*.  Chaurmey  Kllvvood, 

Jefferson Buckley,  Daniel  McCuLocn,  Kundolpii  Larnefc. 

W.  Clark,  M.  M.  Norton.  LmcvlUe  D.  Al.  Bennett  MarUnshurgh. 
LivingstoTi.-Anw^  A.  Hen.lee,  Win.  J.  llarnilton,  riau.nd  P.  Aden,  Ijciuscc.  ^ 
Madison— Van  Valkcnburgh,  Lkiltcnango.  B.F.  Buice,  Lenox.  Kubci.  G. 

Monroe— V..  B.  Stronst,  Alex.  Kelsey,  Willmm  Kidd.  i?oe/ie^er. 
Montgomenj-CheB’-^l-  S Bminley,  Abram  P.  Grad,  T R.  Horton,  londa. 

jVcu'- V'orA--Ciay  Ceni ral  CouiiMiuee.  , "v  u n 

.Vin^ara— Tliomas  T.  Flay;lei,  Soiuinon  Fanne.e,  l^ckport\  George  A.  HolJe}, 

C.  While,  Faluier  V.  Kellog^ir,  Cohort  J,  Utica. 

Onondaga— FAux^  W.  Leavenworth,  Timinas  h iten,  IL  W . W ashbiirn,  Syracuse. 
Ontario--A\\-a.U  Woiden,  Alex.  H.  Howell,  George  W . Beinis,  tananuaigua. 
Orange— Win..  C.  Hasbronck,  kSewbiirg-,  Albei  t S.  Benton,  Benjamin  L . Duiyea, 

^°oAhans—\,.  C.  Payne,  John  F.  Denio,  Albion ; J.  Wk  Medina. 

O.vireg-o— Milton  Hannan,  (htrego;  Starr  Clark,  Mexico-,  Jerome  L.  bmilh,  / u- 

^‘^^Ot'seao—G.  W.  Earnest,  Harry  F.  Clark,  Win.  Nichols. 

Queens— David  W.  Jones,  Wm.  J.  Co-swell,  Thos.  Tredwell,  Jamaica. 
ihnsselear— John  R.  Kimberly,  Vohiey  Richmond,  James  M.  Stevenson,  a roy. 

Riclimo7id — 

sApawience-S.  B.  Seely,  John  W.  Giant.  John  J Gilbert,  Q|rfe7isfn/rg/i. 
Saratosra — Lebbene  Booth,  James  Comstock,  Jbuuc  howler, 

,S’f/mncc/ac/y— Alex.  C.  Gibson,  Arclnbald  L.  Inim,  AVm.  N.  Dimne,  Schenectady. 
Schoharie — Jacob  Vronian,  Orson  Root,  Schoharie,  Thomas 

Seneca— ^Samuel  D.  Tillman,  Dexter  C.  Bloomer,  Smcca  L alls  \ John  L bedy, 
^ Jr  id 

Steuben— W\  W.  3IcCay,  Henry  Brother,  Clias.  W.  Campbell,  Bath. 

Sufolk — Abram  Rose,  H.  W.  Vail,  Geo  Miller, 

Tio^a — N VV.  Davis,  Moses  Stevens,  W.  A.  Ely,  Owego. 

Siimvan—DQ.nie\  B.  St.  John,  Wrn.  B.  Wnght,  Monticello. 
d'cmpkins-^Bemy  S.  Walbridge,  Willett  B.  Goddard,  B.  A.  Wood,  Ithica 
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Ulster — John  II.  Sciuyver,  Thomns  Clark,  Jacob  T.  Hcnuiicki* 

Washington-F.ra^ui^  D.  Culver,  Edward  J^* 

TEai/nc— John  M.  Holley,  Ksbin  Biackmar,  David  S.  Aidiich,  I auny.  a 

M esiduslcr — ^ , , ,,  Ti 

]rvo?n/;i£r— A.  G.  Hammond,  Walter  Howard, IsaucC.  Bronson.  o 

y/zev'?— Edward  J.  Fowle,  Daniel  B.  Bissel,  Penn'\an:  Edgar  H.  Hmd,  IScUonoj 

SLalcClan  Cer.lra!  Committee— Hall,  Daniel  D.  llARSU^nn,  Ulfus  Kinu. 
flEOHGE  Weed,  John  Taylor  Hall,  Thus.  McElroy,  Samuel  N.  1 a\n  . 

A letter  was  communicated  by  the  President  from  ihe  Chairman  of  the 
New  Vork  Stump  Association,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  hie. 

The  Committee  on  resolution.^,  through  George  Dawson,  ol  Monroe,  oiler- 
ed  with  the  leave  of  the  Convention,  the  resolutions,  with  some  adclitioim, 
adopted  by  the  late  Whig  Convention  at  Baltimore,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  adopt  and  re-affirm  the  resolutions  ophe 
lale  Wliin-  National  Convention  of  Ratification,  assembled  at  Ballimoro, 
expressive  of  the  universal  sentiment  and  aspiration  of  Ine  Whig  part}  — 

namely.  . , , . r i 

Resolved.  That  tliis  Convention  have  received  V ^ 

and  grateful  sensibility,  the  tidings  of  the  nomination 

the  Whio-  candidate  for  the  Presidency  m the  approaching  election.  1 hm, 
recoirnizhnr  in  this  nomination  but  the  expression  o the  nmversa  ai  d 
cherished  W'sh  of  the  W^iigs,  they  Imil  it  with  the  peculiar  greetmg.s  due  to 
him  who  is,  above  all  other  men,  the  man  of  the  Union,  the  history  ot  w hose 
life  is  the  announcement  and  expression  of  the  genuine  sentiment,  pimuplc 
'and  purpose  of  the  Wliig  party.  . ...  ■ 

Resolved  That  this  T'otivention  have  heard  with  the  liveliest  gratification 
of  tlie  nomination  of  THEODORP-  FRELINGHLW  SEN  as  the  candidate 
for  the  Vice  Presidencv,  assured  that  in  Ins  fidelity  to  Ins  country,  in  his  nii- 
donbted  attachment  to'the  principles  of  the  Whig  party,  m Ins  lumneii  sfT- 
vice  approved  ability,  and  moral  puriw,  the  people  have  the  best  ‘=ecuiit}  tor 
tlie  Iionesl  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  station  tor  which  lie  l>as  been  se- 

Retolved  That  tliis  Convention  do  therefore  most  cordially  ratify  and  con- 
firm the  said  nominations,  and  do  pledge  themselves  and  the  Wing 
the  viirorous  support  and  furtherance  otthe  same,  with  all  the  zeal  and  by  all 
the  elforts  whicli  may  become  good  citizens,  striving  m the  cause  o i . .. 

"^°Re=olved,  Tliat  this  Convention  re-affirm  and  jirondly  pr^lmm  their  aO- 
hefen^e  to  he  distinctive  Principles  and  Measures  ot  the  Whig  party,  now 
k^wn  of  all  Ln,  and  chenslied  by  a large  majority  ot  the  American  peo- 

T)le,  as  follows: — , * *i 

1.  A TanT  which  shall  of  itself  provKle  sufficm^^^ 

r k*  \ /lofr'w  tbp  pxDGiiditurop  of  tliG  Federal  Governineut  such  1 anll^ 
sotdiuLd  as  equally ’0  protect,  encourage  and  cherish  in  all  branches  the 
Protective  Industry  of  the  Country. 

2 A National  Currency,  which  shall  be  of  uniform  par  value  in  every  par, 

tTbeTreMed^by  such  means  and  instrumentalities  as  shall 

selves  to  wldom  of  the  next  Whig  Congress,  councelled  and  aided,  not 

obstructed  and  thwarted,  by  a genuine  Whig  President. 

q A fair  and  just  distribution  of  the  Proceeds  of  the  Public  Lands  among 
the  seveS  Ss  of  the  Union,  to  be  by  them  devoted  to  purposes  ot  gen- 

and  perman^t 

Sonf  in  "the  tariff  and  putting  a stop  to  the  discreditable  spectacle  of  a 
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Irce  a»(i  enlightened  Nation  year  by  year,  devouring  its  substance  and 
steacbly  dimmishing  the  broad  patrimony  bequeathed  to  it  by  the  valor  and 

sacrificed  of  an  illustrous  ancestry  to  supply  the  waste  and  want  of  its  annual 
and  ordinary  expenditures. 

Resolved,  That  the  praqtical  restriction  of  the  Veto  power,  which  has 
grown  by  repeated  encroacliments  into  a mighty  engine  of  Executive  Des- 
potism,  the  limitation  of  a President  to  a single  te*rm,  the  retrenchment  of 
our  national  expenditures  by  every  practicable  means  ; the  reform  of  the 
new  g.aring  abuse  and  corruptions  growing  out  of  an  unworthy  bestowal  of 
Executive  patronage  ; and  the  general  reduction  of  burthens  and  increase  of 
benefits  resulting  to  the  people  from  the  existence  and  opperations  of  the 
federal  government,  are  objects  for  which  the  W big  party  will  unceasingly 
strive  until  their  efforts  are  crowned  with  a signal  and  triumphant  success. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  continued  increase  of  our  internal  commerce 
•Vi(l  Canal  l olls  jiislifies  all  vvliidi  has  ever  been  said  by  theWhiirsofthis  State 
m tavor  of  the  necessity  of  the  speedy  completion  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
Erie  Canal ; and  that  the  recent  appropriation  of  the  Locofoco  Legislature 
to  complete  a portion  of  the  canal  should  also  be  deemed  an  argument  from 
the  enemy,  ot  the  propriety  of  completing  what  will  require  millions  to  pre- 

Resolved,  That  the  state  policy  of  the  Whig  party  has  been  ably  and 
clGririv  tiehned  and  v«ustainpd  by  the  Whig  members  of  the  Legislature,  in 
their  recent  able  Address  to  the  people,  and  we  recommend  to  the  Clay  Clubs  of 
the  btate  a general  di.^tribuiion  of  that  Add.es.«,  believing  that  iisconclusive 
argiimei.ts  vyill  convince  tlie  people  of  liie  State  of  the  fallacious  arirum^nts 
of  (he  Locofoco  party  and  of  the  truth  of  the  declarations  of  the  Wings,  that 

the  btate  is  abundantly  able  to  prosecute  its  great  works  of  Internal  Im- 
provements. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  the  formation  of  Clay  Chibs  in  every  town,  vil- 
agp,  ward,  city  and  county  in  the  State,  essential  to  the  certain  triumph  of 
our  principles  in  State  and  Nation,  and  we  entreat  the  friends  of  Henry  Clav 

every  whore  to  take  care  that  the  organization  of  such  Clubs  be  prompt 
and  their  action  energetic.  ^ ^ 

The  Convention  was  then  addressed  by  J.  N.  Reynolds  of  New  York  in 

support  of  the  resolutions  witii  great  ability.  The  resolutions  were  then 
adopted  by  acclamation. 

'riie  following  resolution  offered  by  G.  W.  Holley  of  Niagara  Co.  was  also 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Whigs  of  every 
flinty  in  the  State  to  procure  a circulation,  as  extended  as  possible  to  their 
Counit/  Papers^  and  to  such  documents  and  pamphlets  as  may  be  best  calcu- 

lated  to  promote  the  success  of  Whig  principles,  the  Whig  cause  and  the 
VV  hig  candidates.  ® 

A vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  trustees  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  in  which 
the  Convention  met,  for  the  use  of  said  church. 

TT  resdved  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  be  published  in  the 
Utica  Daily  Gazette  and  the  other  \\'hig  papers  of  this  State. 

adjourned  with  nine  glorious  cheers  for  CLAY  and 
FRLLllSGilUVfeEN,andthreemore  fora  PROTECTIVE  TARIFF. 
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